
 

 

Updated Course Descriptions: Distance Learning Spring 2020 

 

Classes starting on Monday, April 6, 2020: 

 

 

All English classes 

U.S. History 

Wesern Tradition 

Geometry 

Algebra I 

Algebra II 

Precalculus 

Calculus 

Computer Science 

Puzzling 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Physics 

Marine Science 

Psychology 

Plastics 

Russian 

All Spanish Classes 

All French Classes 

Photography 

Learning Support 

 

 

Classes starting on Monday, April 20, 2020: 

 

Power and Participation 

Exploring Anthropology 

Greek Tragedy 

Health 

Video Production 

Ceramics 

Agriculture 

Culinary Logistics 

Music 

Drama 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 

Classes Starting 4/6 

 

English 

 

English I - Chiara 

 

In freshman English, we will prioritize supporting each other as human beings in this wild new 

reality while continuing to explore and create meaningful work. The plan, for now, involves two 

main objectives. One is to read a book at a manageable pace, engaging with it via casual written 



responses (one per week), and some form of discourse. The other is to take advantage of this 

unique moment and connect with this experience, each other, and the people in our immediate 

environments through a variety of little activities and creative writing experiments.  

 

I plan to touch base individually with each of you during the first week of the term to check in 

and gauge folks' level of comfort with the various distance learning platforms at our disposal. 

Our home base for assignments and logistical communication will continue to be Google 

Classroom, but I'm thinking of incorporating others (Zoom? Marco Polo?) in order to facilitate 

discussions, both academic and otherwise. I will be in touch with more details and to schedule 

check-in times later in the week but feel free to reach out via email 

(chiara.carrino@buxtonschool.org) or phone/text (413-923-8473) in the meantime if you have 

questions, concerns, ideas, etc!  

 

 

Sophomore English - Lizzy 

 

In a distance-learning model, I will assign a single reading each week (either a short story or a 

section of a novel), and you will be responsible for a single written response each week. This may 

take the form of a straightforward reading response or a creative response, or something in 

between. (I will provide prompts, questions, and guidance.) I will also host a weekly class 

session via Zoom in order to maintain face-to-face contact and to give us the opportunity to 

check in about the material, and about our lives. My academic goal is for us to continue engaging 

with literature and developing our reading and writing skills without penalizing anyone whose 

circumstances may make it unusually difficult to proceed as normal for part or all of the 

semester.  

 

I see this as a time for generosity. If you are currently missing assignments, I will provide 

options for make-up work to help you improve your fall and winter term grades. I will also plan 

to share literary content (possibly a continuation of our fall poetry unit) and reading lists for 

those seeking additional material, with no response required. 

 

Our first two weeks of classes will be devoted to reestablishing contact, checking in on one 

another, and nurturing our far-flung community. The academic portion of the term will begin in 

week 3. Google classroom will be our central hub for class communication, but I would love to 

hear from any and all of you personally, and I invite you to be in touch with me by phone 

(973-943-1322) or email (lizzy.beck@buxtonschool.org) at any time.  

 

 

English III - Ben 

 

English III B will continue with an expanded writing component and a slightly reduced reading 

load. During our scheduled meeting time we will either meet as a class or in small groups. There 

will be more of an emphasis on responding and analyzing text through writing. There will be one 



or two readings per week. The first week or so will be diagnostic, figuring out where the class is 

as a group and what people need individually. I am also available by email, 

ben.ripley@buxtonschool.org. 

 

 

English III (Daily Themes) - Peter B. 

 

Daily Themes can be done entirely from home with only a little bit of tinkering. The bulk of the 

coursework—short daily writings—shouldn’t have to change at all. Otherwise, here’s how it will 

work: Once a week I’ll post a handout with the week’s writing prompts, passages related to those 

prompts by other authors, and some of your own themes from the previous week. Over the 

course of the week, you’ll turn in your themes to me online, every day, just like you would on 

campus. (You can either email each one to me, or just keep a Google Doc shared with me with all 

your themes.) Every other week, you’ll have a conference with me and three other students for 

your tutorial session (on the phone and looking at a shared Google Doc). Your tutorial will be 

forty-five minutes long, and we’ll go over one theme from each writer. Here are your tutorial 

groups: 

 

Group 1: Jusmaylin, Niamh, Leo, Karleigh 

Group 2: Isaac, Sadie, Evan 

Group 3: Khoury, Blake, Solo, JW 

Group 4: Cameron, Tessa, Shawna, Maria 

Group 5: Maura, Elizabeth, Tiger, Adrian 

 

I am also always available by text, phone, email, or videoconference for additional thoughts, 

questions, or ideas. (917-748-1066; peter.beck@buxtonschool.org) 

 

 

English IV - Timothy 

 

We’re going to read Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng.  I’ve chosen it because it’s 

thematically rich but also diverting and fun to read.  In these challenging and anxious times, I 

wanted to avoid books that were excessively dark or difficult, and instead pick something that 

was more of a page-turner, but a page-turner about real issues.  It’s also high profile right now 

because Hulu just released a mini-series based on it.  I haven’t seen it yet, but if I think it’s 

worthy we may watch the mini-series after reading the book (if you don’t have Hulu, you can get 

a free one-month trial, but I’d wait until we’re closer to watching it so that the free trial doesn’t 

run out).  Please read the book for now because even before seeing it, I know of a few key ways 

that Hulu has changed the novel.  I would go ahead and order a copy (either a paperback or 

Kindle or audiobook) so you’re ready when classes start. 

 

In terms of class meetings, we will have a class discussion on Zoom once a week and it will be 

important to participate in that.  If you are in China and can’t participate live, I can record it and 



you can watch the discussion and do some email conversation with me.  I think a Zoom meeting 

with 20 people may be unwieldy, so I’ll divide the class into two groups and we will sometimes 

meet as a full group and sometimes in sections.  We’ll go into those details as we get closer.  I’ll 

also have some kind of shared chat document on google classroom where you can write down 

thoughts about the book as we read it. 

 

There will be a paper on the book, and after that, who knows?  We’ll all be inventing this as we 

go along. 

 

 

Social Studies 

 

U.S. History - Peter B. 

 

The basic subject matter, overall expectations, and themes of the course won’t change while we 

work remotely. The biggest shift will be a pivot from group in-class discussions to 

individually-submitted responses as the main way to engage with our material. 

 

Every Friday, I’ll post the next week’s primary and secondary source material to Google 

Classroom and to our public class website (ushistorybuxton.weebly.com). A representative from 

Norton, which publishes Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty, has given us free codes to activate an 

online edition of our text. The code is MYH-TLJ-WCA, and you can login at 

digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty4br. To make sure that everyone gets a digital copy of the 

book, please only register yourself once! 

 

By the following Thursday night, you’ll need to have sent me a short response to that week’s 

material. It can be almost any kind of structure. The basic option is 500 words of writing—but 

there are other choices: a twenty minute phone call with me, a ten minute video or audio 

recording of your own, or an arts-based response. If you do it in writing, the 500 words can be 

organized however you want: 500 on the source you found most interesting; 100 on each of five 

sources; 400 on one source, 100 on another; a digressive, bouncing-around, here-and-there 

musing on ideas you had provoked by the material as a whole. Lots of possibilities, and I’ll 

always provide discussion questions like I might in class, to help prompt reflection. I’ll keep a 

shared Google Doc going with excerpts from some of our weekly responses, to see each other’s 

work, give each other ideas, and to remember that we’re all in this together! Please stay in touch 

with any thoughts, questions, or ideas at peter.beck@buxtonschool.org or (917) 748-1066. 

 

 

U.S. History - Timothy 

 

We will continue with the syllabus moving through 2oth century history.  The day to day work 

will mostly be through google classroom.  There you will find descriptions of each day’s work, a 



combination of readings, videos and occasional projects.  There will also be a space to respond to 

that particular day’s work that will both be my opportunity to make sure you’re doing the work 

and your opportunity to think about it and to respond to other peoples’ thoughts.  I’ll expect you 

to write in that space four times a week to cover the four different lessons.  We will also have a 

weekly discussion on Zoom, in which we’ll go over all of the material from the previous week. 

We will also make adjustments as we see what’s working and what is not. 

 

 

Western Tradition - Timothy 

 

We will continue to look at Europe leading up to World War I.  Instead of daily classes, there will 

be daily assignments, which will be organized on google classroom and mostly consist of videos, 

readings, my notes and a few recorded lectures.  I would ask that you do those assignments 

every day and respond to them in some way on a chat that will also be set up in google 

classroom.  This will function both as a way for me to make sure you’re doing the work and to 

give you the space and encouragement to formulate your thoughts and questions about the 

videos/readings and to respond to each other's thoughts and questions.  In addition, there will 

be a Zoom meeting every week in which we will go over what we’ve covered the previous week 

and discuss stuff that is interesting or unclear.  We’ll see how this all works and make 

adjustments accordingly. 

 

 

Math 

 

Geometry - Ben 

 

Geometry will begin by diving into Euclid, and working through some of those propositions. We 

will meet once a week by Zoom, and once a week in small groups or individual meetings. We are 

already a month ahead (we accelerated to make room for Euclid), and have one more chapter in 

the textbook that is absolutely necessary, so we will spend time solidifying past knowledge 

through review and standardized test prep as well as exploring Geometry’s connections to other 

disciplines and history.  

 

 

Algebra I - Micah 

 

We will be covering exponents, like terms, the distributive property and factoring, and 

eventually quadratics. We’ll be doing homework, turned in electronically. I will assign questions 

that I make on google classroom and you can type or write and then scan and email your 

answers - any format is acceptable as long as it makes sense.  

 



I will still be lecturing - on either zoom or youtube. You can join me live, and I request that you 

do as often as you are able - this should be usually. Otherwise you can watch the recording later. 

You can then ask me questions, live through the chat or afterwards on google classroom, or by 

some other form. 

 

We’ll see as the term develops how tests/projects will work. 

 

 

Algebra II - Adrian 

 

We’ll continue to work through the content of the book from where we left off in the winter. 

Using Google Classroom (from here on out referred to as the Googs), I will post videos breaking 

down the material into consumable chunks. I’ll provide small exercises for each chunk and for 

the concept as a whole. Students will either upload photos of their work or solve the assignment 

directly in the Googs (this will vary depending on the material—don’t worry, I’ll let you know 

which). We should be able to cover a few concepts each week. 

 

For support, I will host scheduled live sessions via Zoom, at least once a week, but more if 

necessary. Also, the Googs will be a great place to post questions and comments, just like you 

would in class. Students can also email or text me for help. 

 

 

Algebra II - David B  

 

Distance learning for Algebra II should not be a significant hindrance. We should be able to 

continue going through the material from the book, which I will upload images of to Google 

Classroom as needed. I will provide instructional videos, and links to other resources as well, to 

introduce and address aspects of the concepts. We will then go through step by step processes in 

class meeting times, with the remainder of the time dedicated to discussion and working on 

problems. 

 

Problem sets and online assignments will be the two main methods for assessment, but we will 

still have unit tests (probably two in the term). Some assignments will also involve using other 

websites such as Desmos or Kahoot!. All of these assignments will be posted on Google 

classroom along with their due dates, and I would be happy to answer questions there or arrange 

for video chats with individuals if they are hitting a wall with any aspect of the class. 

 

 

Precalculus - Micah 

 

We will be covering polar coordinates and Cartesian vectors, conic sections, and then as much 

else as we can - hopefully sequences and series and matrices. We’ll be doing homework, turned 



in electronically. I will assign questions from the book on google classroom and you can type or 

write and then scan and email your answers - any format is acceptable as long as it makes sense.  

 

I will still be lecturing - on either zoom or youtube. You can join me live, and I request that you 

do as often as you are able - this should be usually. Otherwise you can watch the recording later. 

You can then ask me questions, live through the chat or afterwards on google classroom, or by 

some other form. 

 

There will be either tests or projects, depending on the section. That is still being worked out by 

me. If there are tests they will be take-home - details on that later. 

 

 

Calculus - Adrian 

 

Calculus will take advantage of the wide range of resources already available on the internets. 

Students will first be tasked with finding a content producer that they connect with (YouTube 

has a ton). I will assign topics and appropriate problems for the students to complete. Students 

will post links of the resources that they are using in the Googs (Google Classroom), this will 

allow for the sharing of resources and so that I can confirm the relevance of the resources. 

Students can submit their completed assignments to the Googs, as a photo. We should be able to 

cover a few concepts each week. 

 

For support, I will host scheduled live sessions via Zoom once a week. Also, the Googs will be a 

great place to post questions and comments, just like you would in class. Students can also email 

or text me for help. 

 

 

Computer Science (Micah) 

 

We will be covering data science and classes (the computer science thing, not the school thing). 

We will be doing homework and projects, using repl.it as before. I’ll be more careful in the repl.it 

descriptions so that you can reference them later. You need to submit all homework on repl.it 

and return it if I offer feedback. 

 

I will still be lecturing - on either zoom or youtube. You can join me live, and I request that you 

do as often as you are able - this should be usually. Otherwise you can watch the recording later. 

You can then ask me questions, live through the chat or afterwards on google classroom, or by 

some other form. 

 

 

Puzzling - Adrian 

 



Students will be “assigned” listening to the NPR Puzzler every week. An optional assignment 

each week will be to find and log a GeoCache and write a very short reflection on the process of 

finding the cache. Our live-class sessions will be devoted to collaborating on puzzles like we did 

in person, and collaborating on creating a puzzle. My goal for the puzzle that we create is an 

online escape room that we can share with the rest of the school. My intention for this class is to 

have it be fun and creative, easy, accessible, and flexible. 

 

 

Science 

 

Chemistry - David B  

 

Chemistry is going to be significantly different through distance learning, though we will still be 

using the same Google Classroom. In some ways, this new format may be better, but the big loss 

is our ability to do labs. I am working on finding and developing some labs that will be easy for 

anybody to do from home, but most (if not all) will be optional instead of required. 

 

The general instructional aspect is going to lean more heavily towards utilizing “class time” to do 

work, mostly problem sets, together, in order to prepare everyone to do more work 

independently. In general a week will look something like this: I will provide a few resources 

(videos, readings, online activities or sites) to introduce a topic and explain the concepts related 

to it. I will also give a problem set utilizing the new concepts in an isolated way. This will be due 

by the time we have a weekly meeting time on Zoom. Then during the meeting time I will 

introduce a new problem set for everybody to start working on. I will demonstrate how to solve 

the various types of problems that combine the new concepts with our other knowledge of 

chemistry. Afterwards, students will finish the problem set in their own time, and I will post the 

next chapter’s instruction and basic questions. 

 

In total, this means that on a weekly basis students will have instruction material to study, a 

short and easy problem set to complete independently, and a more challenging problem set to 

complete with assistance. I will also have an online help session prior to each assignment being 

handed in, and I encourage students to work together and host their own help sessions as well! 

At the end of each unit, I will have a review session in a similar format, but then assign a test to 

be taken individually. This test will replace the introduction of new material for that week, and 

the next class session will be dedicated to addressing common errors and correcting work. 

 

The methods of assessment I plan to use are the final problem sets, the tests, and participation 

in the “class time” (this will include forum style questions, comments etc. and the completion of 

the initial problem set). Extra credit options will still be available. 

 

 

Biology - Linda 



 

Hi Bio folks!  We are going to flip the spring script and start off with Animal Behavior projects as 

we all adjust to distance learning.  My plan for these first four weeks is to post a weekly list on 

Google Classroom that has four sets of readings and short video links about interesting animal 

behaviors.  I definitely encourage you to read and watch one each day, or at least two twice a 

week, rather than letting it pile up.   I’m going to ask you to add at least one comment on Google 

Classroom, in the space below the assignment, on one or more points you thought were 

particularly interesting in either the video or the reading – just as if we were going around in 

class.  Original comments, please - no “dittoing” someone else’s ideas!  ;-) 

 

We will also have an online meeting once a week, using Zoom if that works well, and in some 

other format if that proves to be unwieldy.  I’ll let you all know when and how to connect for 

that.  We’ll use that time to check in, talk about the readings and videos together, ask questions, 

and fill each other in on our projects.  If you don’t have internet access at home right now, John 

is available to work with you and your families to get computer access, but don’t worry: if it’s not 

possible, we’ll work out a way to exchange material and a time to talk by phone each week. 

 

So, speaking of projects! –  during the first two weeks I’m also going to ask you to work on two 

short pieces.  Both will be shared with the class. 

● The first will be a cartoon / poster/ power-point/ 1-page deep-dive about Animal 

Navigation.  I’ll post a more specific description on Google Classroom. 

● The second will be our “lab” project – one that you can either do somewhere outside near 

your home, if you can do so safely, or an alternate version that you can do inside if you 

are currently confined to staying home.  I’ll post that longer description on Google 

Classroom as well, and I’ll be doing one too! 

IF we need to continue our virtual classroom beyond these first four weeks, we’ll wrap up animal 

behavior by exploring animal intelligence and communication, and then switch over to studying 

Genetics. 

 

Throughout, always feel free to reach out to me at lburlak@buxtonschool.org or by text or phone 

at (413) 449 6956.  Remember with my old-style phone I can’t easily get group messages or 

images, so email may be best to start with, but feel free to call too! 

 

 

Physics - Linda 

 

Physicists! - We are going to dive into exploring wave motion and sound and light these first 

four weeks, just as planned for the spring.  Luckily our Physics book isn’t the most recent edition 

so there’s a free (!) online version at  

https://www.academia.edu/33169902/Physics_of_Everyday_Phenomena_7th_edition_by_W.

_Thomas_Griffith.pdf  

https://www.academia.edu/33169902/Physics_of_Everyday_Phenomena_7th_edition_by_W._Thomas_Griffith.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/33169902/Physics_of_Everyday_Phenomena_7th_edition_by_W._Thomas_Griffith.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/33169902/Physics_of_Everyday_Phenomena_7th_edition_by_W._Thomas_Griffith.pdf


You can either download it to have it offline, or just go to the website whenever you want to read 

it. 

 

The book will mostly be a back-up resource for extra information and examples, as I am also 

compiling a bunch of web videos and links for you.  I will post those on Google Classroom for 

each week’s topic along with a set of notes and examples, and the homework. 

 

We’ll have a (short) weekly problem set due once a week as usual.  I’ll also try to have quick lab 

experiments you can do at home most weeks and will ask you to write up a short lab report for 

those.  I definitely encourage you to work together on all of these, as you would here on campus 

– talking by phone or FaceTime or whatever as you work, or working together on a shared 

Google doc. 

 

You can email me your work, scan or take pictures of it and email those to me if you’re writing 

answers by hand, share a Google Doc or share it via Google Classroom.  

 

We will also have an online meeting once a week, using Zoom if that works, and in some other 

format if that proves to be unwieldy.  John is available to work with you and your families to get 

computer access up and running if you’re currently without it.  I’ll also have at least one other 

optional “Physics help” Zoom session each week and set “office hours” when you know I’m at the 

other end of the phone or email.  I’ll let you know the days, times, and how to connect for all of 

those.  If you can’t connect online, we’ll arrange a time to talk by phone each week and I’m 

happy to send you the material via snail-mail. 

 

If you ever have any questions, about Physics, or anything else, feel free to reach out to me at 

lburlak@buxtonschool.org or by text or phone at (413) 449 6956.  Remember with my old-style 

phone I can’t easily get group messages or images, so email may be best to start with, but feel 

free to call too! 

 

 

Marine Science - Linda 

 

Marine Biologists - our class can go in a couple of directions during our distance learning time.  I 

send out an email Thursday 3/26 to see whether you’d prefer to continue reading articles and 

sharing them remotely, or shift to doing more project-based work. (If you didn’t see it, please 

check that date in your email or let me know.)  You’ll have the option to pick either, so some 

people in the class may choose to read articles while others could choose projects.  We’ll have at 

least one, and often two, online class meetings each week through Zoom if that works, and in 

some other format if that proves to be unwieldy.  I’ll let you know how and when to connect for 

that.  If for any reason you can’t access these meetings or the information online, we can work 

out a way to do your projects or readings in a different manner and stay in touch by phone or 

email. 

 



Overall the plan is to explore the vertebrate animals of the ocean, just as we would do on 

campus.  I’d also like to encourage all of you to investigate and share cool things about the ocean 

that you find with me and each other.  I haven’t figured out yet the best way we can do that (on 

Classroom, on a shared Google Doc, or some other format) but if you have any ideas, please let 

me know!  Our class dynamic has been great this year and I want to keep it going. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, ideas, thoughts, concerns, about this class or 

anything, please reach out - either at my email lburlak@buxtonschool.org  or by text or phone at 

(413) 449 6956.  Remember with my old-style phone I can’t easily get group messages or images, 

so email may be best to start with, but feel free to call too!  

 

 

Psychology - David B  

 

We are lucky to have been using an e-book for our primary textbook all year. We will continue to 

progress with readings, instructional videos, and responses being assigned as individual work. 

The challenging aspect will be to imitate the discussion aspects in the classroom. You will be 

required to post questions and comments on the readings and videos as they go through them 

during the week. Then, once a week, we will all discuss the finer details, answer questions, raise 

new questions, and explore different perspectives using a regular meeting time via Zoom. 

Finally, after the meeting, students will be asked to submit a short written response to the 

discussions.  

 

Individual projects from the previous term should continue however possible. Some people have 

finished gathering their data, others still have to do so. Either way, I will address those 

individually with each student, and we will adjust them for distance learning as needed. 

  

As we progress towards more specific aspects of abnormal psychology, and wrap up the 

remaining individual projects, we will transition into small group or individual research projects 

on specific disorders, diagnostics, and treatments. These will be relatively small projects to be 

done each week, presented (either via recording or as a slideshow with a transcript), and posted 

for the whole class to view. For example, if we are looking at mood related mental illnesses, the 

assignment will be given on the day of the scheduled meeting time. This assignment might be to 

research the symptoms of, and effects of living with, dysthymia, and to create a short 

presentation about it. Five days later, everyone will have to be done and upload their 

presentation, giving two days to view everyone else’s presentations before we discuss them via 

Zoom and repeat the process. 

 

The primary method of assessment will be through the questions and comments posted prior to 

the meeting times, participation in and responses to the meetings, and the projects. I will 

recommend using the questions from the e-book to help check one’s reading comprehension and 

prepare for discussions, but they will not be required. All assignments and responses will be on 

or handed in through Google Classroom, using the pre-existing class. 



 

 

Plastics - David B 

 

When we have our first class online after break, we will be discussing how the term will progress. 

The art portion of the class will be limited, but not gone. We will probably have  more readings 

and videos to learn about the policies and regulations related to plastic, especially with the 

recent changes in regulation related to the pandemic. We will discuss and come up with a plan 

soon! 

 

 

Language 

 

Russian - Gabe 

 

All of the materials you’ll need are online on www.mezhdunamig.org. I will continue to use 

Google Classroom to schedule your assignments and to send you links to the resources you’ll 

need. We will continue to go through our units, starting with Unit 3 (Урок 3). The biggest 

changes will be the frequency that we will be meeting and how you hand in your homework. At 

first, I would like to have a weekly check-in/lesson via Zoom, so we can do the in-class activities 

(Работа в аудитории) together. Depending on our schedule, I may also schedule another 

session during the week, perhaps in the evening, for help with/ to go over HW. The additional 

session is still tentative though.  

  

For the written assignments you will have three options: a) take a picture/scan (Photoscan is a 

great app) of the WB if you have it with you and submit the assignment, b) you can write out 

your answers on a separate sheet of paper and scan it that way, or c) you can type your answers 

in Cyrillic in a Google doc and submit. Option C will be the easiest in the long term but will have 

a bit of a learning curve as you get used to typing in Russian.  

 

 

Spanish III - Gabe 

 

Spanish III will continue using the online component on www.realidades.com. I will be posting 

assignments on there that will appear every Monday and will be due Friday of that week. I 

suggest you space out the assignments throughout the week, one or two a day.  Since we will be 

switching to online learning, I will be asking you all to a) write longer texts online and b) record 

your voices. All of this will be through the Realidades website. You may have to update/enable 

Adobe Flash player plugin on your browsers, so you can record yourselves. Announcements, 

instructions, and invitations to Zoom sessions will be posted on Google Classroom. Please check 

Realidades and Google Classroom frequently. 

 

http://www.mezhdunamig.org/


Participation will look a bit different online. I’m planning on having max one Zoom session a 

week. The format of that session will vary: online discussions, group work, office hours, etc. 

Doing your HW before you join online discussion sessions is highly important. We will be 

depending on each other more to make sure we don’t lose all the Spanish we’ve gained over the 

past few months.  

 

 

Spanish IV - Gabe 

 

Spanish IV will continue using the online component on www.realidades.com, which is synced 

with Google Classroom. I will be posting assignments on there that will appear every Monday 

and will be due Friday of that week. I suggest you space out the assignments throughout the 

week, one or two a day. Since we will be switching to online, I will be asking you all to a) write 

longer texts online and b) record your voices. All of this will be through the Realidades website. 

You may have to update/enable Adobe Flash player plugin on your browsers, so you can record 

yourselves. Announcements, instructions, and invitations to Zoom sessions will be posted on 

Google Classroom.  

 

Participation will look a bit different online. I’m planning on having max one Zoom session a 

week. The format of that session will vary: online discussions, group work, office hours, etc. 

Since our class has been very conversational over the past two terms, I’m eager to continue in 

that fashion online.  

 

 

Spanish V - Gabe 

 

Spanish V for the spring term will follow the format of the winter term focusing mainly on 

reading articles, watching videos, and reading short novels. Initially we will be watching the 

movie Roma on Netflix. We will read news articles on Roma and engage in some written 

discussion. The focus of the semester will be two novels: Matilda(en español) por Roald Dahl 

and El Túnel por Ernesto Sabato. We will start reading Matilda week 2, so please purchase these 

books as soon as possible.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/194778336X/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=U

TF8&psc=1 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/8432216429/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=U

TF8&psc=1 

 

We will be communicating mostly through Google Classroom for our written discussions. We 

will also meet through Zoom max once a week. More information to come on the frequency and 

format of those meetings.  

 

 

Spanish I & II - Derek  

http://www.realidades.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/194778336X/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/194778336X/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
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This spring, we will be watching the Spanish series Destinos, a mystery/drama about a lawyer’s 

investigation of a dying man’s secret. The story will take us to Mexico, Argentina, Spain, and 

Puerto Rico and we will hear different accents and learn about the cultures along the way. 

Here’s the link: https://www.learner.org/series/destinos-an-introduction-to-spanish/ 

There are 52 30-minute episodes, meaning that you will watch on your own 5 episodes per week 

– This is the only homework that you will have. I will provide a schedule on Google 

Classroom 

In our first class meeting (Spanish I on Wednesday, April 8th 
at 12:00pm and Spanish II on 

Tuesday, April 7th at 1:00pm) we will check in and watch the first episode together, which is an 

introduction and overview of things to expect and the breakdown of the format of the episodes. 

For the rest of the term, we will use our meeting time each week (Spanish I on Wednesdays at 

12:00pm and Spanish II on Tuesdays at 1:00pm) to talk about the characters and the plot, and 

to learn and review vocabulary and grammar. 

On Fridays, we will use our meeting time to do a weekly check in about our lives – anything that 

comes up, and also do fun things like tongue twisters and play our usual games. Because we are 

only meeting twice a week, our goal will be to speak in Spanish as much as possible during that 

time. Participation will be much more important so be ready! 

 

 

Advanced French - Nick 

 

This semester we will be focusing on a film and a novel. The film is “400 Blows” and from it we 

will learn and discuss French nouvelle vague style. The novel is “L’étranger”by Camus where we 

will be working first on comprehension and then themes of alterité (otherness) within French 

and larger Western society. This will consist of weekly readings and a once/week zoom check in 

conversation where we discuss the film/ novel and its themes. Students also will give oral 

presentations digitally every week as we have done since September, recording into your phone 

and sending me the recording through email. 

 

 

French II - Nick 

 

For French II, I have a couple ideas. 

This semester, students will focus on doing work from the site posted here, created by the 

French international cable station, TV5 monde. 

https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr/exercices/a2-elementaire  

Each week on google classroom you will find the link as well as specific assignments I’d like you 

to complete.  

Second idea is we read Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty in the original french. I will post what 

pages for you to read and annotate on your own time during the week. We will meet via zoom 

https://www.learner.org/series/destinos-an-introduction-to-spanish/
https://www.learner.org/series/destinos-an-introduction-to-spanish/
https://apprendre.tv5monde.com/fr/exercices/a2-elementaire


once/week where we will answer comprehension questions and discuss the texts. After we finish 

each text, the assignment will be to collaborate and create a new fairy tale based on the 

perspective of a different character, such as the wicked stepmother or the prince.  

 

 

French I - Nick 

 

The focus of French I will be vocabulary retention, speaking, and writing exercises. Students will 

have two assignments per week, taken from the D’Accord text which will be posted in google 

classroom  as well as assignments created by me. All work for the coming week will be posted 7 

days before the due date, which will be when the class meets over zoom. The grammar structure 

I’d like to try and teach is the passé composé (indicative past tense). It is typical to cover this 

material at this time in the French curriculum, but it also is confusing and takes a lot of practice. 

If we are feeling capable we will cover it but if it becomes too much we will revert to simple 

conversations to improve speaking and reinforce learned vocabulary. 

 

 

Art 

 

Photography - Ben 

 

Students can choose to concentrate on either analog or digital photography for the remainder of 

the term.  Students who have been studying any type of photography are well prepared for 

working with the Adobe suite, in particular Lightroom, which mimics the analog development 

process. Digital photography will continue with one meeting or video lecture a week and 

individual or small group meetings.  

 

I am committed to continuing to offer analog photography to students who want it. I will send 

film, a special developer, supplies to make cyanotype paper, and contact printers to students to 

continue physical and chemical engagement with vision from home. There will be one or two 

video lectures per week, and individual or small group meetings once a week. 

 

Both sections of photography will concentrate more on vocabulary, both technical and visual. All 

students interested in photography should fill out the following form: 

https://forms.gle/f7b296FJQSXVurCw8. 
 

 

Learning Support 

 

Learning Center Sessions - Matt M. 

 

https://forms.gle/f7b296FJQSXVurCw8


In addition to overall support to all Buxton students, families and teachers as we move to a 

distance learning format, Matt will continue to meet with students who are scheduled with him 

for individual and small group academic support sessions. In the first week or two, the focus will 

likely be on setting up new routines and organizational skills for navigating this new way of 

doing class. Sessions will meet in Zoom, and will be arranged during either students’ free 

periods, or other times as needed. Sessions can also be arranged by chat, phone, or FaceTime as 

well, if needed or preferred. As the Spring term continues, the focus will shift to assisting 

students with specific writing, math, science and other academic material.  

 

If you were working with Matt M. for the Winter/Spring term, keep an eye out--I’ll be contacting 

students and families about that in early April! If you were not meeting with Matt M. regularly 

in Winter/Spring, but would like to schedule sessions going forward, please be sure to reach out 

to me at matthew.martin@buxtonschool.org, or by phone at 540-421-4744.  

 

 

Classes Starting 4/20 

 

Social Studies 

 

Power and Participation - John 

 

We will read/listen to one article/podcast a week that will be connected to an activity for 

students  to complete that either informs or is informed by the reading for the week. Then we 

will have an asynchronous "class discussion" through an app called Marco Polo (With the 

expectation that students will contribute 2-3 times throughout the week). If students cannot 

participate though Marco polo, we will also have an email thread that you can reply all in place 

of. I know that family computers are going to be in high demand during this quarantine, so I 

want to make sure students  can all complete their work for this class  from smartphones. For 

three of the ten weeks (they can be any three), I would ask that students write a 250 to 500-word 

reflection about the reading, the discussion surrounding the text, and the activity. As we get 

closer to the end of the year, we can discuss what a final project may look like but hopefully we 

are back on campus for that time. For context here is what a sample week's assignment would 

look like: 

Question: Is the presidential race for 2020 now a two-person race? 

Reading: "The Week Bernie Sanders Realized He Was Losing" 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rubycramer/bernie-sanders-democratic-primary-joe-bi

den-campaign 

Audio Version of the article: (to come, I have to pull it off the web) 

Practicum: Remotely volunteer for a presidential campaign for at least 30 minutes 

 

 

Exploring Anthropology - Nyasha 

mailto:matthew.martin@buxtonschool.org
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rubycramer/bernie-sanders-democratic-primary-joe-biden-campaign
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rubycramer/bernie-sanders-democratic-primary-joe-biden-campaign


 

Today, we still ask -- what is Anthropology? During the spring portion of the term we also ask, 

what can it do? How does it appear useful as a tool kit in the world right now? 

 

During this period of remote learning we will have 2 meetings a week, one for lecture and 

project time, and one for discussion where we can debrief material and our lives right now. 

Similar to the winter term we will also write weekly reflections so that we might continue to 

develop our short analytical writing. 

 

In the winter term we covered some of the core social institutions the discipline studies, and 

building off of this knowledge we will use resources like ethnographies, documentaries, 

podcasts, and articles to poke and prod at the discipline’s possibilities. Some of the topics we will 

cover in this section are medicine, “native” anthropology and racial identity, community, 

research methods, and concepts of the global north and global south. 

 

Throughout the term we will pick through the mind of the anthropologist, further familiarizing 

ourselves with how anthropologists approach problems, topics and questions. By the end of the 

term we will aim to complete our own mini project to experiment with anthropology’s research 

methods and modes of analysis. As we live at a distance from one another, and interact virtually, 

this will be an interesting time to study human communities, social ties, practices, beliefs and 

symbols --  i.e. culture! See you all soon! Feel free to reach out to me with any questions, exciting 

ideas or just to say hi -- 646-724-7221, nyasha.franklin@buxtonschool.org 

 

 

Greek Tragedy - Harry 

 

In the Spring iteration of Greek Tragedy, each student will be tasked with working closely with a 

single play. The first five weekly meetings will be dedicated respectively to each of the five plays 

(Agammenon, Oedipus at Colonus, Medea, Electra, Bacchae). Two students will be assigned to 

each play and are only responsible to participate in the class period with me for that particular 

play. For instance if the play you choose is Medea, then you are only responsible to show up for 

the class session which covers that play. Though you are more than welcome to show up for the 

other four sessions as well, it is not required. Photocopies of all the plays will be available to 

download on Google classroom, unless you have ‘The Greek Plays’ with you at home. 

 

In the Spring we are going to focus on modern and personal accessibility of these plays. This is a 

departure from last term, where it was my goal to lay a foundation for critically approaching 

Greek tragedies to better understand character and plot. This term, with individualized focus, 

you will look at your tragic play from multiple angles. I am providing a resource of articles in 

addition to lists of films, artistic renditions, and theatrical adaptations related to each of the 

plays. In addition to taking part in one of the zoom class sessions, each student will provide me 

with a short weekly report (200-300 words) which relates to the play they have been assigned. 

This can be a meditation on some aspect of the play, such as of a character, a line or set of 

mailto:nyasha.franklin@buxtonschool.org


dialogue; it can be a report on a film adaptation of the play that the student watched; it could be 

your own artistic rendition of a scene in the play; it could even be a report of another play that is 

compared with the one you have been assigned. I am open to and welcome a variety of 

responses. 

 

The point of these weekly reports is to focus on your personal responses to the play. Last term 

we as a class paid more attention to the plays as texts; this term we are paying more heed to 

ourselves as readers of these texts. These weekly responses should involve yourselves: respond 

to what you read, watch, listen to, and feel––and let that grow! Besides these weekly responses 

and showing up for class, there will be a final project. This project should be a final statement of 

your time with your play, which can come in the form of a paper, an art piece, a musical piece, a 

video recording of yourself acting out a character’s lines, etc. You should be in touch with me 

about this final project before the end of the fifth week of our class (5/22) in order to guarantee 

for me and yourselves that it will be a substantive and thought out final piece. You can be in 

touch via email or phone call or during our zoom class session. My contact information and 

Zoom info will be available in Google Classroom. 

 

There will be no class 5/27 (week 6). Everyone is required to attend the last two class sessions 

(6/3 and 6/10) on zoom, where everyone will present on what they have worked on for their 

final projects in addition to giving the class a summary of their play. 

 

 

Health - Chiara 

 

We will do our best to translate the Health class experience to the virtual world via continued 

thought, dialogue, and content regarding our physical and mental health with an added focus on 

what we are doing/can do to take care of ourselves in the current moment. We will stick with 

Google Classroom as our spot for assignments and logistical communication and will decide 

together during the first two weeks (before we begin in earnest) how discussions will be 

conducted. I'm flexible and open to any number of formats including but not limited to Zoom 

meetings, Marco Polo, chat conversations on a Google Doc, etc.  

 

If you have thoughts, questions, ideas please feel free to get in touch with me via email 

(chiara.carrino@buxtonschool.org) or phone/text (413-923-8473)! 

 

 

Art 

 

Studio Art - Frank 

 

This class will continue to focus on how best to support your art ideas from afar. This will 

happen by weekly feedback and check ins' on what your working on and thinking about during 



the time set aside for studio, I will be available for phone/facetime calls, zoom, or emails, and we 

will, hopefully, be able to set up a type of "call and response" to what you’re working on. After an 

initial check in, I'll know more about how to best support your ideas conceptually, and 

materially, and within reason, can mail many things to you to work with. Additionally, this is a 

great time to pivot towards art history, and each week I will have a list of artists whose work I 

think you should know about, and will either give you links to videos, websites, or readings to 

support this. I will be in touch with each of you before the 20th to have a conversation about 

how to best address your particular artistic needs and working situation. This is a time to make 

sense of things, and a great opportunity to speak powerfully through your art! Feel free to 

contact me at frank.jackson@buxtonschool.org, or text/call at 413 329 6269 

 

 

Senior Seminar - Frank 

 

This is a unique opportunity to think about community, what it means, and how to 

communicate within and without it. You all have unique, varied and strong approaches to 

making visual art, and this class will continue to support your efforts in a variety of ways. We 

will be using zoom, phone/facetime, and email to reestablish the connections and lines of 

communication between us, and we will be focusing on giving and receiving feedback on your 

efforts. This is also a time to think broadly about what it means to communicate visually, and a 

time to think critically as to what is really and actually necessary to make strong, communicative 

work. There are great examples of artists who use very modest, everyday materials to make 

amazing art, and we will study these approaches, as well as, that of other relevant artists in order 

to further our understanding of what's possible, and more importantly, what's necessary, from 

art during times of great shifts. I will be in touch with you all in the next week to talk 

individually about how you see yourself working, and to find out how I can best support that. 

Also, expect a package soon! We will find a time that can be devoted to our class, as well as, 

other times, I will be available. You should already have this contact info, but just in case, I can 

be reached at frank.jackson@buxtonschool.org, or 413 329 6264. I'm looking forward to talking 

to you all soon and to thinking about and making art together! 

 

 

Video Production - John 

 

Due to the rise of smartphones video art has become the primary form of expression on social 

media. This term we are going to look at what makes some of the most iconic videos from the 

last few years compelling. After sharing and dissecting these videos as a class, we design and 

produce our own videos based on themes and motifs that the class finds interesting and fun. 

More than anything, video production this term is going to be focused on making art and having 

fun with the materials we have at our fingertips all the time.  

 

 

Ceramics - Amrita 



 

A weekly demonstration from my home studio will be offered through Zoom for roughly 30 

minutes. It’ll be a great way to connect, see each other, ask questions, and learn more about the 

process of working with clay! In addition, multiple links will be sent to Google Classroom 

consisting of YouTube videos, documentaries, and articles to read. Students will write a brief 

reflective paragraph (using Google classroom) in response to any of the information that they 

absorb from the week. By the end of the spring term, students will have gathered useful 

information to strengthen their ceramics practice and better understand the ceramic art world 

outside of Buxton School. No prior experience with clay is necessary. This class is open to 

everyone! 

 

 

Music I - Dave D. 

 

Everyone will begin work on a new composition project to be announced. Also, there will be 

weekly listening assignments with brief written responses, and reading a text on world music 

that will be sent to you, which will require a short essay response. More specific information will 

be sent to everyone the second week of April. 

 

 

Music II/III - Dave D. 

 

Everyone will begin a new composition project to be announced. Also, there will be weekly 

listening sessions with brief written responses. Also--and just as important to all of you--the 

hope and expectation is that you play your instrument at least twice a week. A brief written 

comment about what you have been playing each week can be sent whenever you wish. More 

specific information will be sent to everyone the second week of April. I will be in touch regularly 

via email and phone for as long as this all continues. 

 

 

Chorus/Orchestra/Ensembles - Dave D. 

 

When/if we can all get back on campus, we can figure out how we can put together our chorus, 

orchestra, and ensembles. I have a lot of ideas and nothing would make me happier!! 

 

 

Drama - Pete S. 

 

It may seem counter-intuitive to offer a drama class under the unique restrictions that “social 

distancing” ask of us; but art is fundamentally about invention and about shaping order from a 

prevailing chaos. So, within what might first appear to be the limited prospects of remote 

learning for this kind of discipline, I am excited about exploring what is possible. Monologues 

are the obvious choice; but I am also interested in the potential forging and developing of 



interactions between actors and characters who are separated by space (or even time). Scenes 

played out over Skype or FaceTime (where the characters can see each other), or cell phones 

(where they can’t), and where the audience can see both actors, for example. Radio plays? 

Soundscapes? We will  begin with a group “meeting” of anyone who is interested in determining 

what threads to pick up here (and any others), and then proceed, accordingly. This elective class 

will be offered for credit.  

 

 

Other Electives 

 

Agriculture - Matt K. 

 

Agriculture class will continue to explore topics surrounding modern agriculture such as 

permaculture, crop management, sustainability, food systems/safety, soil science etc. In lieu of 

our physical work on the campus farm, we will be using resources such as articles, short stories, 

and mixed media to deepen our understanding of topics mentioned above.  

As the term continues, there will be an independent research project paired with a 

writing component where students dive deep into a farming-related subtopic that speaks to 

them personally. We will also be reading short stories from Greenhorns: The Next Generation of 

Organic Farmers. I suggest ordering a copy ASAP. 

https://www.amazon.com/Greenhorns-Generation-American-Dispatches-Movement/dp/16034

27724 

We will use Google Classroom as our home base, possibly adding a Zoom meeting here 

and there for fun and to connect as a group. 

 

 

Culinary Logistics - Greg  

 

As a class we will decide which culinary topics are of most interest to explore. These discussions 

will take place live via zoom. From those discussions assignments will be posted to Google 

Classroom.  

 

I will be encouraging you to share your own food experiences from home. Family recipes, 

shopping lists and ordeals, your personal go-to comfort foods, etc... are great ways to help all of 

us understand the different processes that each of our households is going through as we all 

experience the Great Pandemic of 2020 from different locations and perspectives. Learning 

from each other will hopefully help us understand and empathize with the broader world and 

their challenges. 

 

We will also examine the work of those feeding the most vulnerable populations. From Jose 

Andres’ amazing World Central Kitchen to my experiences here in North Adams with the 

Berkshire Food Project, I hope to convey that good wholesome food conveys far more than just 

survival.  

 

Email me greg.roach@buxtonschool.org or text 413-652-9212 if you have questions or a culinary 

https://www.amazon.com/Greenhorns-Generation-American-Dispatches-Movement/dp/1603427724
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emergency. (Help! My rice is sticking to the bottom of the pan!) If you need to chat, text first so I 

recognize the number. If my phone is near me (which of late is not always the case), I’ll pick up.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


